Gopher Campfire Club

Founded in 1910 by Carlos Avery & Sam Anderson

February 2006

Calendar of Events:

	Feb
	Sat. 25
	Wild Game Feed (note date change)
	
	July
	Sat. 22
	IR-50 10am – 1pm
	
	
	
	

	Apr
	Sat. 1
	Bluebird Day
	
	Aug
	Fri. 11
	Outing
	
	
	
	

	
	Sat. 22
	22 IR-50 10am – 1pm
	
	
	Sat. 12
	Outing
	
	
	
	

	May
	Tues. 2
	Trap League Start Up
	
	
	Sun. 13
	Outing
	
	
	
	

	
	Sat. 6
	Sporting Clays Kick Off Shoot
	
	
	Sat. 26
	IR-50 10am – 1pm
	
	
	
	

	
	Sat. 27
	IR-50 10am – 1pm
	
	Sept
	Sat. 2
	IR-50 10am – 1pm
	
	
	
	

	June
	Sat. 17
	IR-50 10am – 1pm
	
	
	Sat. 9
	Youth Conservation Day
	
	
	
	

	
	Sat. 24
	“Schweiss Shoot” Sporting Clays
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monthly meeting held the second Tuesday of every month at 8:00pm at the Clubhouse.  

Meal prior to meeting beginning at 6:45pm.  No meeting in November.


	2006 Officers
	2006 Board Members
	2006 Sanctuary Board Members

	President:
	David Larson
	Tom Benson
	Jack Clausen

	Vice President:
	Keith Berwald
	Galen Carlson
	Robin Dolezal

	Secretary:
	Mandy Tuman
	Randy Flaig
	Leon Goldschmidt

	Treasurer:
	Craig Schmeling
	Mark Jelkin
	Jack Meyer

	
	
	Mark Lietzau
	Skip Quade

	
	
	Dale Ross
	Virgil Voigt


Outing Coordinator:  OPEN POSITION – please contact an officer or board member if you’re interest!

Communications Coordinator:  Joleen Nowak

Prose From Your Past President

Hi everyone. Wow, where did the past two years go? It seem like I was just writing my first letter as your new president and now, two years later, I’m writing my final letter. I would just like to thank everyone who helped make my two years as president very successful. There are way too many people to list, so THANK YOU to all!! I would like to wish your new president, Dave Larson the best of luck, even though I know he doesn’t need it. Dave will make a great president and do good things for our club. Well, that should about cover it for me.

Again, Thank You

Craig Schmeling, Past President.

Prose From New Your President
2006 is going to be a great year for Gopher Campfire.  We had an excellent fishing contest with our largest crowd ever on January 28th.  The wild game feed is set for February 25th with a limited seating of 150. Last years game feed was our best ever and we're anticipating better this year, don't wait to get tickets.  We are looking forward to Bluebird Day on April 1st, I'm sure Doc and Moose will have a good day planned. The spring and summer will be filled with sporting clays, trap league and pistol league. Don't forget the Schweiss shoot on June 24th. Dick runs a first class day and the food is awesome.  The outing is scheduled for August 11th thru the 13th; last year was an excellent family outing. We would like to see you at this years outing.  The youth conservation day is set for the 9th of September. This has become one our most important events giving our youth a chance to experience Gopher Campfire. Don't know yet when Vikings night is but I'm sure it will be as fun as ever.  Anyway this year is staking up to a great one.  Make sure to get involved the $25 membership is a bargain but the only way that works is for people to be active and make the club successful. If we hired everything done our memberships would have to be $150 higher than they are per person. This is the 96th year of Gopher Campfire, lets make this a great one.

David Larson

2006 Fishing Contest

The Gopher Campfire Fishing Contest was held on Saturday, January 28 and very successful again this year.  This was our first smoke-free contest.  Out of 300 lbs. of fish, nearly 200 lbs. were caught.  Many families came out and tried their luck at fishing and went home with many prizes.  Everyone enjoyed the full-filled afternoon.  We would like to say a “THANK YOU” to the merchants who donated prizes for the contest, and also to all the many volunteers that helped make this a big success.

Fishing Winners:  Largest Fish - Tim Otto, 3 lb., 2 oz; Smallest Fish - Sammie Krrienk, 2 ½ oz.; Most Fish - Chance Gasman – 5

$1 Raffle Winners:  Ruger 10/22 – Pete Reding; Auger – Russ Johnson; $100 Cash – Brad Goldschmidt; $75 Cash – Darla Perschau; $50 Cash – Jamie Uecker; $25 Cash – Toby Mohs; $25 Cash – Laura Baumberger; $25 Cash – Gerald Goldschmidt.

$5 Raffle Winners:  Set of Darkhouse Spearing Kouba Prints – Jerry Eggert; Guided Mil Lacs Muskie Fishing Trip – Jeff Micka.

Wild Game Feed & Fun Night

At the Clubhouse located on the shores of Lake Byron, North of Hutchinson

Date:  Saturday, February 25, 2006

Social Hour & Raffles:  4:30 – 7:00pm

Meal Served:  7:00 – 8:00pm

Cost:  $25 / person

Seating is Limited.  Advanced sale tickets only!

Tickets available from:

David Larson – Mid Country Bank (320) 234-4587
Mark Lietzau – 3M – (320) 587-6942

Galen Carlson – (320) 587-8792



Rocky Lambert – 3M – (320) 587-3639

Mark Jelkin – HTI – (320) 587-2890 


Schmeling Oil Co. – Hutch – (320) 587-3361

Shotgun Fun Event (weather permitting)

· Saturday, February 25, 2006 (before the Wild Game Feed)

· No prizes, just targets!!  Starts at noon and runs til dark!!

· Will have Sporting Clays Five Stand, Trap Singles and Doubles

· We can use some volunteers for throwing and scoring trap!!

· Just come out and have fun!!  Cheap Gopher pricing:  $6/round or 4 rounds for $20

· Will post the cancellation on Gopher’s voice mail that morning.  Call (320) 587-4868 to check for cancellation.

NRA Grant

In July of 2005, Gopher Campfire received a grant from the NRA Foundation in the amount of $2500.00. This money was used towards the purchase of our new automatic single/doubles trap thrower. Gopher Campfire Club has submitted another grant application for 2006 for more throwers. We need to give a big THANK YOU to our local chapter of the Friends of the NRA. They have a fundraising banquet every  fall and could really use our support, since a lot of money comes back to the area, in grants like the one we received. We had a pretty good group at the banquet this last November, and hopefully we will get more there next year. Once again, Thanks NRA!

 

All Ladies Shotgun Shoot
Again in 2006, we will be putting on another all ladies shoot. Plans for this years shoot are already underway. We had a great turnout last year and hope for an even bigger turnout this year. Watch for more information coming out in the very near future about this shoot. If you have an ideas or would like to give us a hand, please contact: Bob Williams, Jen Mohs, Brian Schmeling, or Mandy Fabel.
2006 Trap Season
I know several of us are already itching to start to saying "pull" and grinding clay pigeons into nothing but pieces.  Some folks already have their shotgun shells loaded and others need a reminder that the start of the Gopher Trap season is not that far away.  We would like to see everyone return and hopefully gain some new shooters or a couple new teams if possible for league.  Everyone should do their part to bring a friend or relative out and encourage new members and shooters.

For new members and shooters, you don't have to belong on a team to shoot.  Many people just come out to shoot practice rounds and individual league events at Gopher on Trap nights.  We have all automatic trap throwers including a new Doubles Trap that really offers some challenging, fun doubles shooting.  Clay shooters should look forward to a new doubles individual league this summer.
If your are interested in shooting some trap, especially doubles, want to help with the league, please try to attend the Trap League kick off meeting in March.  Trap shooting at Gopher is Tuesday nights, starting May 2nd this year.  For more information or if you have any questions, please call Mark Jelkin at 587-2890, or Brian Schmeling at 587-3361.

Mark Jelkin
Firearms Safety Class at Gopher Campfire Club
Class dates and times:

Tues, April 18th - 6:30pm - 8pm Registration

Sat, April 22nd - 9am - 5pm, lunch provided
Sun, April 23rd - 1pm - 5pm
Cost: $10.00
Open to anyone age 12 and over, adults welcome. Must have copy of birth certificate or drivers license as proof of age.
Class size limited, so to preregister call: Roger Lambert at 320-587-3639 or Brian Schmeling at 320-587-3361.Also, in 2005, our group of Firearms Safety Instructors graduated just over 100 students and 8 of our group qualified for the DNR's Extra Mile Award for having 3 or more classes in 2005. Only 110 instructors in the state received this award.
Help Needed!!!

Gopher Campfire is in need of a person or persons to take care of the league concessions for the 2006 shooting season. The main duty of the person is to keep the supplies in the lower clubhouse. Each league takes care of running the concession stand for their particular night. It’s not a real hard job and it’s one that you can pretty much do on your own schedule. If you are interested in this position, please contact me at (320) 234-7420 or e-mail at schmloil@hutchtel.net
Thank you, Craig Schmeling

Gopher Campfire Club

P.O. Box 607

Hutchinson, MN  55350

Ommision from the October newsletter:

THNAK YOU to Franklin Boller for the many hours he spent mowing at the sancturary!


Check out Gopher Campfire on the web.  The address is:  www.gophercampfire.com

2006 Gopher Campfire Membership Application


Annual = $25.00	Lifetime = $250.00








Name:  ____________________________________________________





Address:  __________________________________________________





	   __________________________________________________





Phone #:  (          )  ___________________________________________





E-Mail:  ____________________________________________________





Clip & Mail with payment to:		Keith Berwald


					19375 Judson Circle


Hutchinson MN, 55350











